
OFFICIAL UKC
POINTING DOG

RULEBOOK

®

F I E L D  T R I A L S ,  N AT U R A L  A B I L I T Y  T E S T S  ( TA N ) ,  W AT E R  R E T R I E V E  T E S T S  ( W R T )

E F F E C T I V E  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 5
R E V I S E D  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 5



OFFICIAL UKC
POINTING DOG

RULEBOOK

100 East Kilgore Road | Kalamazoo, MI 49002
P (269) 343.9020 | ukcdogs.com



Table of Contents 

General Information 

UKC reserves the right to change any and all policies, fees, etc., without notice. All major credit cards accepted for registration 
and DNA testing. 

INHERENT RIGHTS & POWERS OF UKC 



SECTION ONE 
OVERVIEW AND BASIC PROGRAM OF UKC POINTING DOG FIELD TRIALS 

I. Purpose and Objectives of UKC Pointing Dog Field Trials

II. Breed Classifications

III. Field Trial Type/Division by Classification
A. Field Trial by Breed Classification.

B. Designation of Type of Field Trial.

TYPE (W) FIELD TRIAL. 

TYPE (L) FIELD TRIAL. 

IV. Levels of Field Trial Competition
A. UKC Title or Championship Qualifications Earned at Licensed Field Trials

B. UKC National Field Trials

C. Annual Number of UKC Licensed Field Trials Which May Be Held By UKC Approved Pointing Dog Clubs

D. UKC Cup and Winners for National Field Trials



E. Specialty, Charity, or Youth Field Trials

V. Classes and Categories of UKC Pointing Dog Field Trials

A. Minimum Number of Entries Required



B. Mandatory Battery Division and Guidelines

C. Order of Competition for Classes and Categories Within a Class

SECTION TWO 
GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL UKC POINTING DOG EVENTS 

I. Eligibility and other Basic Guidelines

A. Eligibility/Restrictions for Entry in UKC Licensed Field Trials.



Prohibited Devices and Practices

Approved Dog Collars and Protective Equipment

Utilization of Location Devices On Dogs

Abuse and Mistreatment of Dogs

Prohibited Motorized Devices; Exceptions

Reasonable Accommodation of Handlers Who Are Physically Handicapped or Have a Documented Medical Disability
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H. Training On Grounds Prohibited

I. Designated Upland Game Birds for Licensed Trials

may employ a “call back” bird

J. Registration of Participants
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K. Handlers Required to Be Present
The handlers with the dogs should make every effort to be on the field trial grounds for their concourse at the Judge's
disposal. Those who do not present themselves on the field at the call of their name/dog by the Judge, or in a timely fashion
after a reasonable grace period, may be considered to forfeit their entry. However, Judges shall reasonably accommodate
handlers with dogs competing in multiple batteries or in more than one class of competition. The handlers should come in
front of the Judge before and after their course and they must comply with the Judge's instructions. The dog(s) must be
leashed or placed on heel command during this time.

L. Safety Rules
It is mandatory that the Judges, gunners, handlers of the working dogs, guides, marshals, spectators or any other person is away from 
the Field Trial Headquarters or staging area and on the field where dogs are being judged wear a blaze orange outer garment
(hat/cap, armband, hat band, vest, shirt or jacket as a minimum) in any UKC Type (L) field trial where game is anticipated to be shot. 
Gun safety is of utmost importance and all entrants and participants at field trials shall consider safety paramount. Designated 
gunners who, in the judgement of the Judge, do not handle the gun safely must be excused and must leave the grounds and be 
replaced by another gunner provided by the sponsoring club. In addition, any person committing an unsafe act as determined by the 
Judges or any member of the Field Trial Committee may be requested to vacate the grounds and shall be reported to UKC for the 
violation. UKC may consider additional discipline or sanctions pursuant to the UKC Rules relating to Misconduct and Discipline. Any 
spectator, or other person (to include the guardian, parent or caretaker for any child) on the grounds of a Type (L) shot bird field trial, 
who does not wear safety orange when on any portion of the course other than the staging area or Field Trial Headquarters, shall be 
deemed to knowingly accept the risk, and/or to contribute to any unfortunate injury which is sustained, should an accident occur. 

M. Selection of Running Order, Distribution of Dogs and Assignment of Courses and Judges
In consultation with the Field Trial Chairman and Field Trial Committee, the Field Trial Secretary shall randomly select the
running order by drawing or computer sorting, and shall plan and supervise the distribution of the dogs, division of dogs
into batteries for any Class and category of competition with sufficient entries, and assignment of the Judges to the
designated concourses for each battery composing a class and category of field trial competition.

N. Handlers Should Be Assigned to No More Than Two Batteries
In order to minimize scheduling conflicts and to promote the efficient completion of the field trial, the Field Trial Secretary
shall endeavor to draw out/assign the dogs of a single handler to no more than two batteries (irrespective of whether the
batteries are for the separate Open and Gun classes and categories (braces and solo) officiated by different judges, when
such  concourses are anticipated to be run simultaneously, unless extraordinary circumstances require otherwise.
Such assignments should be considered by the Field Trial Secretary and should be made prior to the commencement of the
field trial.

O. Supervision of Selection of Running Order, Reassignment of Dogs/Handlers and Recording/Publication of Drawn Running
Order
The running order should be randomly selected by the Field Trial Secretary by drawing or by random computer assignment
conducted in the presence of or reviewed subsequent to being selected by at least two additional persons who may be
Judge(s), the Field Trial Chairman, members of the Field Trial Committee or members of the hosting club. The Field Trial
Secretary is authorized to upon their own volition, or upon request of a UKC Licensed Field Trial Judge to shift/move or to
reallocate/reassign dogs and handlers to specific batteries or courses in order to avoid any actual or potential conflicts of
interest for judges, and to facilitate the overall logistics and orderly completion of the field trial. The Field Trial Secretary, or
his or her designee, shall record the final results of the running order, assignment to batteries, and distribution of the
judges among the event concourses in writing and shall inform the participants as soon as practical. The published running
order gives only an indication of the desired running order and a participant may not refuse to be at the Judge's disposal
and to run when directed.

P. Scheduling Conflicts and Adjustment of Published Running Order
Judges and the Field Trial Secretary shall endeavor to follow the running order as published prior to the trial, but may alter
it as they deem necessary to expedite the orderly, efficient and timely completion of the field trial. When handlers have
dogs which are indicated to have been drawn to run in different batteries or with different Judges on separate concourses,
Judges should be flexible and shall endeavor to reasonably cooperate with the handlers, the Field Trial Committee and
other judges in terms of making adjustments to the running order to complete the field trial in an orderly, efficient and
timely fashion. If necessary, a handler may request that the Judges confer with each other to resolve any potential
scheduling conflicts which arise due to the published running order and distribution of the dogs into batteries.

Q. Same Day Entry and Run Limitations
In a UKC Licensed Field Trial, a dog may be entered in either the Open Class or the Gun Class, but not both Classes on the same day. 
Such dog, if otherwise qualified as provided in these rules, may be entered and permitted to run in both the Open Class and Gun Class 
braces and solo categories at such Field Trial if entered in both categories, as well as any associated callback runs or barrages for such
class and categories of competition. "Field Trial" as used in this section means a single UKC Licensed Field Trial competition at which 



R. Dogs Achieving Titles in Open Class Prohibited from entry in Gun Class

S. Field Trials Run On a Single Concourse, Nomination to Barrage, Barrage as Tie Breaking Mechanism

T. Depiction of Accurate Hunting Situation

U. Topography of Grounds and Cover

V. All Dogs to be Placed in Similar Working Conditions

W. Basic Requirements for Handlers

X. Basic Requirements for Dogs

Y. Pointing Native Game Birds Encountered On Course Is Credited in the Scoring

II. Rules and Requirements Relating to Designated Gunners in Type (L) Liberated Field Trials

A. The Field Trial Committee shall appoint one or more official guns to shoot game at Type (L) field trials.



B. At least one official gun shall be required to shoot for each dog in a heat.

C. The designated gunners shall wear the game bags and a blaze orange cap or outer garment fully visible from all
directions for safety.

D. Designated Gunners shall be authorized and permitted to use ONLY a break open double shotgun (over and under or side
by side) in connection with the performance of their official shooting duties.

E. Designated Gunners shall consider safety for all persons and the dogs paramount and shall not take any shot which may
possibly place a person or dog in danger.

F. Restrictions on Shooting Certain Upland Game Birds.

G. In certain situations, a Judge may request that a gunner safely fire his/her gun into the air.

H. Designated Gunners shall be instructed by the Judge to attempt to quietly and efficiently flush a pointed game bird in a clean
single motion.

I. In Type (L) Liberated field trials, due to safety considerations, the gunners shall be requested to flush the birds.

J. When the game bird(s) is/are flushed and fly in a manner where a shot can be safely taken, the designated gunners shall
endeavor to safely make a clean kill of a single game bird.

K. Gunners shall work in tandem, approximately six to eight feet apart, attempting to flush the bird and should endeavor to
avoid crossing the scent cone as much as possible.

L. Each official gun shall use their best efforts to safely kill a single upland game bird for each handler, unless instructed by
the judge to not shoot the bird, or any safety concern prevents the gunner from doing so.

M. When requested to serve as an official gun at a UKC Licensed Field Trial, the gunner shall anticipate bringing an approved
double shotgun with break open action (side by side, or over and under) and a liberal supply of ammunition for use at
the field trial.



III. Guidelines and Regulations for Released Birds in Type (L) Liberated Bird Field Trials  

A. A minimum of two (2) and a maximum of four (4) of the designated game bird(s) should be planted and released on the 
course anticipated for the running of a single solo or braces heat.

B. Each bird shall be planted separately, randomly and at reasonable intervals and distances apart so that the dogs must 
search diligently for each bird, but they shall not be planted in a straight line or otherwise obvious or predictable pattern. 

C. The birds shall be released into cover which is naturally occurring on the course, rather than artificially created cover 
(such as manmade tepees, mounds of hay or cut piles of brush).

D. Game Birds may be temporarily rocked or dizzied to prevent them from immediately flying from the point of release in 
the discretion of the planters and field trial committee, but no bird shall be injured, harmed or impeded from the ability 
to engage in natural movement.

E. The birds shall be released in sufficient time (a minimum of thirty (30) minutes is recommended) prior to the running of 
the heats over the applicable portion of the course where the bird planters are working, in order that the birds may leave 
scent and seek out cover.

F. Designated game birds planted/liberated for a Type (L) liberated bird trial shall be healthy, full feathered and flight 
conditioned upland birds of one or more UKC approved species designated by the Field Trial Committee as one or more 
species to be anticipated to be hunted for the subject field trial.

G. All birds shall be released out of the presence and sight line of handlers anticipated to run over a designated area of the 
course.

H. The rules for the release and planting of birds for Type (L) liberated trials are intended to provide a basic method by 
which the Field Trial Committee can endeavor to make reasonable efforts to place each dog and handler under similar, 
but not identical working conditions.

I. On sections of a course which are covered more than once in a single day, the Field Trial Committee and bird planters 
shall replace any birds shot or observed to be flushed off of a section of the course, prior to subsequent heats being run 
back over the same section of the course later the same day. 

J. The bird handlers shall endeavor to wear gloves when planting game birds so that the released birds will give off their 
natural scent.



IV. Basic Requirements of Field Trial Grounds
A. Grounds Requirements for Type (L) Liberated Field Trials: Types of Courses.



V. Gallery/Spectator Admittance On Competition Fields  
A. Open Class and Gun Class field trials stakes are not opened to the general public for gallery and spectator view. 

B. Gallery Rules 

C. Gallery Etiquette 


















VI. Awards



 
SECTION THREE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR UKC POINTING DOG TITLES AND CHAMPIONSHIP DESIGNATIONS 
I. Certificate of Title Should Be Issued by UKC Before Publication or Advertisement of Same 

II. UKC TAN Certification, Titles and Championship Designations  

A. Certificates - Natural Ability Test (TAN) and Water Retrieve Test (WRT) 

B. Hunting Dog (HUNT) 

C. Gun Dog (GUN) 



D. Trialer (TR)

E. Categories of Champion of the Field Titles (CHF), (CHF-W) and (CHF-L)



F. Grand Champion of the Field (GRCHF)

G. Multiple and Additional UKC Titles



Requirement That Award Classifications of Certificate of Achievement to Championship Title (CAC) and Reserve
Certificate of Achievement to Championship Title (RCAC) Be Conferred by Different Judges DOES NOT Apply in
Connection with Award Classifications of Pass (Very Good) and Excellent, EXC (formerly Pass with Honor), which
Count towards the UKC Titles of HUNT, GUN or TR.

I. Intent of Award Classification Requirements from Multiple Judges for Champion of the Field Titles CHF, CHF-W, or
CHF-L and the Grand Champion of the Field title, GRCHF.



J. Application for UKC Titles in UKC Pointing Dog Program 

UKC Pointing 
Dog Title Issue Application

UKC Pointing Dog Title Issue Application

UKC shall continue to periodically assess and review when dogs in the UKC Pointing Dog Program have satisfied 
requirements for the issuance of TAN and WRT Certificates, the titles of HUNT, GUN, and Trialer (TR) and shall 
automatically issue such titles when appropriate.

Minimum Award Classification For UKC Total Dog Award.

SECTION FOUR 
GENERAL PROCEDURES FOR CLUBS SPONSORING FIELD TRIALS 

I. General Regulations Regarding Sponsorship of UKC Licensed Field Trials 
A. Sponsoring a Field Trial 

B. Fees Required by UKC 

Official UKC Event Reporting

C. Application 



D. Calendar 

E. Liability Insurance Required 

II. Administrative Procedures for Clubs Sponsoring Field Trials  
A. Field Trial Committee. 

1. Field Trial Chairman. 

2. Field Trial Secretary. 



3. Field Trial Marshal(s). 

4. Field Trial Guide(s). 

5. Reporter. 

B. Field Trial Headquarters. 

 

 
C. Premium Lists. 

D. Adoption and Incorporation by Reference UKC Standard Field Trial/TAN/WRT Template. 



E. Entries

F. Force Majeure; Cancellation or Postponement of a Field Trial. 

G. Transmittal of Field Trial Results to UKC



SECTION FIVE 
RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO UKC LICENSED FIELD TRIAL JUDGES AND 

UKC LICENSED TAN/WRT JUDGES 
A. Qualification and Selection of Judges

B. Substitution of Judges

C. Judges Allowance

D. Limitations and Potential Conflicts of Interest for Judges



E. Head Judges or Chairperson of the Barrage Jury

F. Head Judge/Chairperson to Supervise Deliberations, Recording of Results and Coordinate Barrage

G. Judges to Seek to Reach Consensus - Decision of Head Judge Prevails

H. Number and Qualification of Judges in Braces Competitions
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Judges in Solo Competition

Giving the Results of a Field Trial-Barrage - Winners to Be Announced on Site

Recording the Results

L. Judges’ Authority in The Field
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M. Protests or Appeals of a Judge’s Decision

N. Judges to Require Good Sportsmanship and Report Associated Misconduct

O. Judges to Work Alone and Approve Any Spectators

P. Judges to Maintain Record of Field Trials, TANs, WRTs Judged

Q. Judgment and Award Classification, Criteria and Guidelines for Judges



“superior

“superior”

“excellent”
superior”

“very good”

superior excellent 

Note: A Dog Backing (honoring) in Open or GUN Braces may qualify for the PASS Award Classification to the extent 
required for the Open class and as separately prescribed in these rules. As further provided elsewhere in these rules, a 
judge may qualify a dog for a PASS but no higher award classification, if a dog properly backs a brace mate in braces 
competition to the extent required for the class, but which dog does not successfully point a game bird of its own. The 
judge may confer such Pass award qualification, as long as the dog which backs (honors) its brace mate does not 
commit an eliminating fault during the remainder of its run and otherwise has satisfied the minimum prescribed 
requirements for the Open or GUN Braces class and category of UKC Field Trial Competition under judgment, except for 
scoring a successful point on an upland game bird.





SECTION SIX 
LICENSING AND QUALIFICATION OF UKC LICENSED FIELD TRIAL JUDGES, TAN/WRT JUDGES, AND 

INSTRUCTION OF APPRENTICE JUDGES
I. UKC LICENSED JUDGES









II. Apprentice Judges



III. How to Become A UKC Licensed Field Trial Judge or A UKC Licensed TAN/WRT Judge

















h.)

 



SECTION SEVEN 
OFFICIAL UKC RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR OPEN CLASS FIELD TRIAL COMPETITION 

A. Purposes and Objective of UKC Open Class Field Trials

B. Age Requirement for Dogs Entered in Open Class

C. NO Title Requirement for Dogs Entered in Open Class Braces Competition

D. Categories of UKC Open Class Field Trial Competition

E. Handling the Dog

F. Duration of the Run

G. Additional Time or Callbacks for Opportunity to Point

H. One Minute Period of Relaxation/Warm Up Period

I. Changing Fields



Conclusion of Run

Firing of Gun Required

Handling Following the Point

Steadiness Sequence Required for Open Class Award Classifications

steady to wing and shot

steady to 
wing and shot

N. Criteria and Guidelines for Scoring Open Class



O. Creeping/Self Relocation versus Restoring/Maintaining Spontaneous Contact with The Game

P. The Commanded Approach, sometimes called the “Couler” (pronounced “Koo-lay”)

Q. Hunting Pattern and Ground Coverage

R. Performance Faults and Eliminations



S. Rules Specifically Applicable to UKC Open Class Type (W) Field Trials

T. Rules Specifically Applicable to UKC Open Class Type (L) Field Trials

4. Retrieving Shot Game



U. Rules Related to UKC Field Trial Open Class Braces Competition



SECTION EIGHT 
OFFICIAL UKC RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR GUN CLASS FIELD TRIAL COMPETITION 

A. Purposes and Objective of Gun Class 



B. Age Requirement for Dogs Entered in Gun Class 

C.  Categories of UKC Gun Class Field Trial Competition  
1.

 
2.

 
D. Handling the Dog 

E. Duration of the Run 

F. Additional Time or Callbacks for Opportunity to Point 

G. One Minute Period of Relaxation/Warm Up Period 

H. Changing Fields 

I. Conclusion of Run 

J. Firing of Gun Required 



K. Handling Following the Point 

L. Steadiness Sequence Required for Award Classifications in Gun Dog Class 

 steady to wing remaining steady 
through the point in time that the bird is flushed/lifts off the ground

steady to wing ONLY

Criteria and Guidelines for Scoring Gun Class

N. Creeping/Self Relocation versus Restoring/Maintaining Spontaneous Contact with The Game 



O. The Commanded Approach (sometimes called the Couler) (pronounced “Koo-lay”) 

P. Hunting Pattern and Ground Coverage 

Q. Performance Faults and Eliminations 



Rules Specifically Applicable to UKC Gun Class Type (W) Field Trials

Rules Specifically Applicable to UKC Gun Class Type (L) Field Trials



U. Rules Related to UKC Field Trial GUN Class Braces Competition 

 



SECTION NINE 
UKC OFFICIAL RULES OF UKC NATURAL ABILITY TEST (TAN) 

Part One - Statement of Purpose 



Part Two - Organization and Planning of A UKC Licensed TAN Event 



Part Three- Rules Applicable to TAN Judges 



Part Four- Rules Applicable to UKC TAN Entries



 LESS THAN

Part Five - Substantive Rules for Conducting A UKC Licensed TAN 



Part Six - TAN Certification Conferred by Equivalency in UKC Licensed Field Trials 

Part Seven- Administrative Requirements 



SECTION TEN 
RULES FOR UKC LICENSED WATER RETRIEVE TESTS (WRT) 

PART ONE: STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
Article 1. Applicability of Rules. 

 
Article 2. Purpose of WRT. 

 
PART TWO: ORGANIZATION
Article 3. Licensure of Clubs to Conduct WRTs.

 
Article 4. Entry Requirements and Eligibility. 

 
Article 5. Judges.

 
Article 6. Requirement of Grounds/Event Venue.

 
Article 7. Owners/Handlers Required to Be Present.

 



Article 8. Designated Game.

 
Article 9. Duration of Test. 

 
Article 10. Bitches in Heat. 

Article 11. Running Order. 

PART THREE: CRITERIA FOR JUDGING
Article 12. First Criteria: Water Entry/Handling. 

 
Article 13. Second Criteria: Demonstration of the Natural Retrieve.



Article 14. Third Criteria: Reaction to Gun Fire.

RESULTS 
Article 15. Criteria for Successful Completion of WRT, Certification of Results and Awards/Prizes.

 
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
Article 16. Official Notification of WRT Results.

 
Article 17. Application, Licensing and Promotion of WRT.

Article 18. Information Required of Entrants.

Article 19. Required Inoculations.

Article 20. Excusing a Dog from a WRT. 



Article 21. Barring a Dog for Fighting. 

Article 22. Excusing a Handler from a WRT.

Article 23. Reimbursement of Judge's Expenses.

APPENDIX A 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS APPLICABLE TO UKC LICENSED FIELD TRIALS, NATURAL ABILITY TESTS (TANs) and WATER RETRIEVE TESTS (WRTs) 

Award Classification.

Back.
Battery. 

Barrage

Brace
Breaking
Bumping Birds
Bye-Dog

Callback

Cast
Categories of Competition
Certificate of Achievement to Championship Title (CAC).

Certificate of Achievement to GUN Title

Certificate of Achievement In Field Trial Barrage For Open Class (CACT

Certificate of Achievement In Field Trial Barrage For Gun Class (CAGT

Class of Competition. . 
Commanded Approach or “Couler”.

Couler
Cover
Excellent (EXC).

Fetch
Find



Flash Point
Gallery
Game
Guide
Gun-Shy
Group

Handler
Heat
Heeling
High Natural Qualities Award (HNQ)

Honoring (or Backing). 

Interference
Liberated Birds
Line Running.
Mark
Naturally Occurring Upland Game Birds

Order Up a Dog
Pass (PASS).
Pen-Raised Game Birds. 

Pick Up a Dog. 
Quarter
Range/Run
Release a Dog
Relocate a Dog

Reserve Certificate of Achievement to Trialer Championship Title (RCAC). 

Reserve Certificate of Achievement to GUN Title (RCAG). 

Reserve Certificate of Achievement in Field Trial Barrage for Open Class (RCACT).

Reserve Certificate of Achievement in Field Trial Barrage for Gun Class (RCAGT). 

Retrieve
Running Order
Set Up Retrieve. 

Solo. 
Shotgun Range
Stake
Steady to Flush ONLY 

Steady to Wing



Steady to Wing and Shot

Stealing A Point

Stop to Flush
Style

TAN-

TAN Certification by Way of Equivalency

Throw. 
Upland Game Birds

Ducks, geese and other types of waterfowl do not constitute upland game birds. 
Whoa A Dog
Wild Upland Game Birds

APPENDIX B 
MODEL UKC FIELD TRIAL OR TAN EVENT PREMIUM LIST/NOTICE 

APPENDIX C 
STANDARD UKC FIELD TRIAL PREMIUM LIST/NOTICE TEMPLATE WHICH MAY BE ADOPTED BY REFERENCE BY SPONSORING CLUBS 

APPENDIX D 
OFFICIAL UKC FIELD TRIAL/TAN ENTRY FORM WITH RELEASE AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY 

APPENDIX E 
UKC POINTING DOG TITLE ISSUE APPLICATION 

APPENDIX F 
OFFICIAL UKC LICENSED FIELD TRIAL/TAN/WRT EVENT RESULT FORM 

APPENDIX G 
OFFICIAL UKC LICENSED FIELD TRIAL/TAN/WRT EVENT APPLICATION FORM 

APPENDIX G 
OFFICIAL UKC POINTING DOG JUDGE’S RECORD 
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